The artist: James Michalopoulos’ vivid interpretive paintit
local fcons, but his broader body of work includes figural
. Abogt him: Michalopoulos eredits muske
with fnspiring his distinctive style of
painting New Orleans building=,
explaining that the distortions and
exagerations are all based on
rhythm. He is a self-confessed fan of
good wines and food {part of the
inspiration for his restaurant Etolle
in Covington) and is a pariner in the
production of 0ld New Orleans Rum,
a Louisiana sugar-cane hased rum
distilled locally. He spends several
months a year at his home in the
Burgundy region of France.
His tree: A twisted assemblage of
materals and found objects created
from things in his studio, topped with
a high-flying Santa Claus.
What he says abost itz “This i a first for
me: 1 have never done a tree before,
My tree is eyclonie and it tries to put
a new spin — literally and fgurative-
ly — on the traditional Christmas
troe. [ looked inside my stodio and
grabbed up everything thal was lying
around and cob-
bled it together.
It definitely has a
celebratory char-
acter, but I would
also =ay that it is
positively atomic
and molecular. 1
took some wire
fencing and
indusirial strap-
ping, added
water bottles,
grarden hoses and
extension corde
There are pro-
tons and elec-
trons flying
around, and they all come together

L.

around the nueleus of Christmas.
Find out more; v michalopotlos.com’  James Michab
materials fom

Horns of plenty
The artist: James Vella, whose whimsical glass works rar
flowers Lo roast pigs
Abost him: His Vella Vetrn Studio suffered major damag
Katrina: it took him a vear to rebuild it, running at full
like= to compose still lifies from his hlown-glass objects
a story” He spends most of the summer away from Ne
v traveling and teaching in places like Canada, Gern
—because of the hcat, which exacerbates the hazards
naet,
His tree: A 7-foot composition of 65 blown-glass trumpe!
& attached to a metal frame. LED lights and silve
ity of the metal frame, illominating the glass in
lown glass Lops it ol
What ha says bout itz “[ wanted the challenge of trving u
into a Christmas tree. T completely went for grandeun
suited Lo a literal transtation of a Christmas tree, but |
be recognizable, so 1 used graduated sizes o produce
picces can be interpreted as a cornueopia, which fits w
sizod flowers, like angel trumpets, which also fit. 1use
more reflectivity and the LED lights to produce a silv
Find cut more: httpe/vellavetro.com/

lames Vella's (64T) blown-glass horns get smaller toward the top, ereating 2 Lree shape.




