MY LPes 15 CYEMNIC AN L s 1) put
4 new spin — literally and figurative-
ly — on the traditional Christras
troe. I looked inside my studio and
grabbed up everything that was lying
ﬂ.a_._:._._“_ and ﬂa._v.
: el i LogroLher
w@ ™Y it definitely has a
T o celebratory char-
wy Y S acter; but I would
N also suy thot it is
positively atomic
and moleeulas T
toak some wire
fencing and
industrial slrap-
ping, added
water bottles,
garden hoaes and
extension cords,
There arm pro-
tons and elec-
trons fying
aromnd, and they all come logether
around the nucleus of Chrisbmae.”

Find out mere: wwwmichalopoulos.com’  James .__r__._u__rnﬁ puts his stant on the holiday
malerials found around his studia.

-

by using

Horns of plenty

The artist: James Volia, whose whimsical glass works range from giant
flowers to roast pigs

Abeut hime His Velli Vetro Studio sulfersd major damage in Hurricane
Katrina; it took him a year to rebuild it, running at full throttle. Vella
likes to compose still lifes from his blown-glass objects beeanse “they tell
a story,” He spends maost of the summer away from New Orleans — usn-
ally travelingr and teaching in places like Canads, Germany and Turkey
— beenuse of the heat, which exacerbatos the hazads of the glass fur-
nuce,

His tree: A 7-foal composition of 65 blown-gliss trompet-shaped orna-
meénta attached to & metal frame. LED lights and silver oenaments Gl
the eavity of the metal frame, illominating the plaes from withine A Deor-
de-lis in blown glass tops it off,

Whal he says abeut it: “I wanted the challenge of trying to inlerpret plives r
into a Christmas tree. | completely went for prandeos Glass is not really B :
auited to o literal translation of a Christmas tree, but 1 wanted to create something that would
be recognizable, so I used gradunted sizes to produce a trée shape. The shape of the ghiss
pleces can be interpreted as o cornucopla, which fits wilh a holiday theme of bounty: Or over-
sized Mowers, like angel trumpets, which also GG T used matte and shiny silver ornaments for
more reflectivity and the LED Hghts to produce a silver glow™

Find ol more: hitpolvellavetro.com!
ames Yella's (meHT) blown-glass horns get smaller toward the lop, creating a tree shape. MORE TREES ON PAGE 46
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