Vella amived in Wew Orleans to work at
Sudio Inferno almost a decade apo as a
gaffer (a muster glass blower), nuruned his
creative impubes by dedicating one day a
ek 1o making his own ot and bougdt
Infermeo’s ghass-Blowing business ubout three
yeags oo, Bedause Velk Vetro still operates
at Infermo’s location and maintains a
workload for some of Infermo’s clients, Vella
honees the groundwork that was laid since
its 1991 founding. But he separates his work
from that of Infemce While his syl &
influenced by 16th-cenniry Venetian syle,
his lock, he says, will be no look. And thar
will ke Vella Verro’s sipnanure, he says: 1o
have people asume a plece originaned thene
because it doesn't look like it came from
anywhere ele.

While he pratees his assisrants, Vella alsa
looks forwand 1o the summer’s activities
“Being around other [plas arrise] neally
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Even the commaon vase gets dressed up at
11
4

mes Viella's soudia

venuds to inspire me. The time | ke off avay
from my shop every summer inspins me
beemee I'm working with other people, | get
o watch other people work—which | never
pet tovcdo in v shop—1 pet to share ideas”

Vella Verno's fumace closed in early June
{“Onee ir's shur off, you feel 50 helpless. A
painser can always paint™) and will reopen
in August. But the break won't find Vella
sitting idle; his schedule includes three
exhibits, the ressdency at the Frwenau glas
factory, and a shom bur intense srine ar
Penland Schoo] of Crafs in Momh Carolina,
Then—and ths P &5 crucial—comes an
homvest-te-gosdness, rourhly 10-day beeak
durning which he will spend time wirth his
wile, parden, perhaps gell or fish, and
ultmutely pet bored and ancaously awair
the retum of the Bowing “season.”

“My wife has it down on the calendus,”
he save. “I'm halfway tolerable for seven w
cight days™ +

James Vella, Villz Vierro, 3000 Rondd 52,
Ind floere, Q4804 14, v vellavetro.com
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